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, 5 : 
Poft mortem nobilitari volunt. CICERO. 


yy AKING my walk of obfervation 

, the other day, as is often my. cuf- 

tom, I was led by the courfe of my 

tour into one of our famous hofpi- 

tals. The magnificence of the build- 

Ee ing, the-order and regularity of the 
houfhold, the multitude that were received, and their 
feveral accommodations, threw me naturally into-a very 
pleafing contemplation on the extenfive charity of my 
good countrymen. From one of thefe endowed habita- 
tions J was.carried on to another, till I believe I made 
my elf acquainted with all the public edifices of this na- 
ture, that this large and opulent city abounds with. Some 
of them I found of royal and very ample foundation, o- 
thers raifed and maintained by a fingle and munificent 
family, 





RE Te ire ARREST 


— es 








> 
is 














12020 THE WORLD. No. 170, 


family, others by a joint act of the whole people ; all, 
-however, nobie in their purpofes, and admirably adapted 
for the particular ufes to which they were diftin@ly ap- 


propriated. I admired throughout the number of inha- 
bitants thus perfectly provided for in every ftage of their 
conditions, together with the continual increafe of the 


fund which muft fupport fuch an addition of charges, 


as I obferved by the augmentation of apartments, and 


decorations of more coft, perhaps, than utility. Charity, 
thought I, works in fecret; and thefe matters are of 
courfe hidden from me. But happening to turn myfelf 
on one fide of the chamber, I difcovered two or three 
long tablets, with feveral names infcribed in large golden 


characters, which in my fimplicity I took for the votive 


hiftories of the poor, who had felt the efficacy of relief 
under thefe merciful manfions: but upon a nearer in- 


-{peétion Ifound them to be no other than an enumeration 
.Of the very worthy and pious perfons of both fexes, who 
annually or occafionally afforded what it pleafed them 
in their liberality to beftow. | 


I was refolved, fince chance had thrown fo much in- 
formation in my way, ‘to perufe, againft my cuftom, 


the accounts of other families ; which practice, how- 
ever, I thought the lefs impertinent, as I could perceive 


no other,end in their being placed there. Here I difcover- 
ed a contribution that did honour indeed to the names 
that were annexed to it, and would have done fo to the 
greateft. The immenfe fums notwithftanding that were 
adjoined to the names of feveral private perfons, larger 
than I could have fufpe&ted to be within their power, 
raifed my curiofity enough to make a farther enquiry 
into the hiftory of fome of thefe very liberal donors. 
Two of them I accordingly pitched upon to be the fubject 
of 
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my of inveftigation, as they ftood upon the lift; the one 
a maiden lady, who bequeathed at her death five thou-. 
{and pounds to the poor of this houfe: the other, an 
old gentleman who had fettled, after his deceafe, his whole 
-eftate upon them for ever. 

Tue good lady's ftory cannot be better known than 
by a letter which I received, in the courfe of my enquiry, 
from her nephew, who with three fifters had retired in 
forrow at their aunt’s death to a country village, in the 
northern parts of this kingdom: it is written with fuch 


plainnefs and fimplicity, and is fo much fuited to the 


-circumftances of the writer, that I own myfelf much 
captivated with my rural -correfpondence. The letter 
is this. 

SrR, 

Ir is neither our inclination, nor I am fure our inte- 
-reft, to conceal any thing from you, who have taken fo 
‘much generous pains in our fervice. Your offers are 
received by us all moft thankfully; but you are mifin- 
formed as to the hundred pounds: for my late aunt has 
left every fhilling to the hofpital, after her funeral ex- 
pences were difcharged, which amounted to a good deal, 
.as fhe was whimfical in many articles that related to 
her burial. How fhe paffed us by in this manner, is ftill 
a matter of wonder and perplexity to us, as fhe continued 
to the very day of her death to declare that fhe had no- 
‘body to look upon, this fide of heaven, but her dear 
nephew and neices. She was accounted always a vain 
woman ; but we thought her very religious, efpecially 
as fhe began to decline. For fome months before the 
died, fhe never miffed morning or evening fervice through- 
out the week, befides her private devotion in her own 


thoufe, at which none of the family were fuffered to be 
prefent. 
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prefent. The minifter and fhe would fometimes ftay 
‘two or three hours together. She ufed often to difcourfe 
upon charity, and faid fhe loved the poor, though I do 
not remember to have :feen her beftow any alms whilft I 
lived with her; which furprized us the.more that the 
fhould leave all to them.at her death. She_has given 
them her picture too, with orders that it fhould be hung 
aver the great door.of the chapel. Remember, fir, it 
is by yourown defire I colle& thefe trifling particulars, 
that concern ourfelves-only, and the memory of fo fan- 
taftical and <unjuft a woman ; for fuch I muft call her, 
notwithftanding I affure you Iam perfeétly and content~ 
edly refigned to.my lot. ' 
Tam, Ge. 

Ir was with great difficulty I could learn any thing 
relating to.the old gentleman, who is mentioned to have 
difpofed of his whole eftate in this manner. Thofe of 
his blood and neareft kindred had’ betaken themfelves to 
the loweft fupports which employment affords to the mi- 
{erable ; and were either difperfed in the navy, or in fuch 
ftations, that all enquiries of this fort were fruitlefs. The 
very name was obliterated every where, except where it 
pointed out .the .difpofal of a very .confiderable fortune. 
All Icould gather of him .was, that he.had increafeda 
very good paternal inheritance, by,every art of thriving 
in trade, that,is fafely praQticable; that he was always 

-called in the city, a hard money-getting man; and that 
he had ;left his brothers, - fifters and grand-children to 
make their way without the leaft provifion-or afliftance. 
There was a. ftatue erecting for him,-I found.by his own 
orders, in the hofpital. 

Tuus ended my~purfuit, which I quitted with as 


“much eagernefs as it-was undertaken. I was difpleafed 
over 
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over and over with myfelf at my fearch, and withed for 
that tranquillity.of mind, which:is always the portion of 


ahappy ignorance. The ftream,-as I viewed, it was 
clear ; and it is certain I went out of my way to look at 


the fountain. ‘The generofity 1 at firft contemplated 
“with rapture, was now exchanged for the difguft I felt 
vat pride and injuftice. Were ftrokes indeed of this na- 
ture not fo fevere in their éffect, there is fomething fo 
‘ridiculous in thefe oftentatious charities, and fuch an 
-abfurdity in appropriations of this fort, under the cir- 
‘eumftances I-have defcribed, that I confefs I could in- 
‘dulge a lefs ferious reflection at the examination of 
“them. 

THE two originals above, have many counterparts in 

‘this nation; perfons who are frequently fo very chari- 

‘table as to reduce their whole families to. beggary. The 
raifing a church, or endowing an hofpital, are the two 
main objects of an elderly finnet’s piety ; and no matter 
by what means, fo.that the end be but accomplithed. 
This is fuch a compendious way of difcharging all the 
duties of life at once, and at the expence only of what 
there is no pofiibility of retaining any longer, that no 
wonder thefe {punges of charity are in fo much ufe at 
fome certain periods, and at fuch alone. 

I wourp not dwell .upon errors which I thought in- 
corrigible, or endeavour to difcover caufes without hopes 
of amending the effe&ts; but I am really of opinion that 

.the grievances here fet forth, owe their birth chiefly to 
a few miftakes, which my acception of the word charity 
inclines me very much to rectify, for the fervice efpeci- 
ally of thefe pious and liberal benefactors: for {uch I 
make no queftion many of them are, only, as I have 
{aid before, they are unfortunate enough to lie under 
fome miftakes. Inthe firft place therefore, I fhall ven- 
‘ture to lay it down as a maxim, that there is no fuch 

thing 
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thing as pofthumous charity. There may be equity, 
and there may be propriety in a laft defignation“of earth- 
ly gocds, but real or intrinfic generofity or benevolence 
there can be none. 

—— Quo more pyris vefci Calaber gubet hofpes. 

It is a modern fuppofition, nourifhed by hope and 
weaknefs, that leads people to reckon upon an act, that 
does not take place whilft they are alive. Ido not re- 
member that any one of the apoftles, the preachers and 
examples of every focial obligation, enforced ever the 
duty of teftamentary aéts of goodnefs: nor did David 


fet apart a charge upon the revenue his fon was.to enjoy 


after him, toward the building a temple, which he found 
was not to be the glory of his own reign. 

AnoTuer error, which I hope to fet right, arifes from 
the general idea of poverty, which feems not to be very 
well fettled. The poor under your eye, and the poor 
unborn, ftand ina very different relation of indigence 
together. ‘Thusacrippled pennylefs fifter, or an infirm 
‘coufin, are by no means equal objects of bounty with 
the future offspring of a future beggar. All that I have 
to fay to a perfuafion of this fort, is, that I will affirm, a 
relation or dependant left to ftarve, is in every article as 
true a beggar as any between St. Paul’s and St. Peter's. 
Upon the whole, fince money has no curfency on the 
other fide of the grave, and noreal value but in it’s ap= 
plication on this, Icould with the laft difpofition of it 
‘were little better confidered. It is but reafonable furely, 
‘to expect that thefe who do no good with it whilft they 
live, fhould do lefs mifchief with it when they die. 


* * 


_ 
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